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Shana McDavis Conway
10th Class of Emerson National Hunger Fellows (‘03-’04)
Shana McDavis-Conway recently joined the University of California, Davis as the Program 
Manager for the Agricultural Sustainability Institute, working to create a sustainable 
food system and ensure everyone has access to healthy food. Shana has over 16 years 
of experience with national and local hunger and food justice organizations. She was 
previously a Program Director for the Emerson National Hunger Fellows Program where she 
mentored eight classes of Emerson Hunger Fellows and helped develop the program’s racial 
justice focus. 

As a Fellow, Shana designed GROW Hartford, a youth urban farming program that has 
now expanded to several sites. In D.C., she conducted agriculture, media, and trade policy 
research for the National Family Farm Coalition and the Community Food Security Coalition.

In Sacramento, Shana ran summer meal and food stamp outreach campaigns for the 
Sacramento Hunger Coalition and organized community gardens. Before joining the 
Congressional Hunger Center, she advocated for expanded access to child nutrition 
programs at D.C. Hunger Solutions, a project of the Food Research and Action Center.

Shana has a B.A. in Anthropology and Women’s Studies from University of Delaware and a 
certifi cate in nonprofi t leadership from Georgetown University. She is a co-author of several 
publications on food and hunger, including Washington D.C.’s fi rst community 
food assessment.

Emily Wei
5th Class of Leland International Hunger Fellows (‘11-’13)
Emily Wei currently works as the Deputy Director for Policy Development at Catholic Relief 
Services. In this role, she develops policy positions for CRS’s areas of focus: food security 
and hunger, emergency assistance, health, and peacebuilding, among others.

As a Fellow in the Leland Program, Emily fi rst worked with Care International in Malawi, 
conducting policy research linking international assistance to access to national social 
services in Malawi. Emily’s domestic policy placement was with Mercy Corps, where she 
performed policy research on the effi cacy of the local and regional procurement of food 
assistance in Mercy Corps programs around the world. 

Emily joined Catholic Relief Services as a policy analyst for food security after her fellowship, 
working on promoting local and regional procurement programs as well as building 
evidence for making food assistance more effi cient and effective. Earlier in her career, Emily 
served as an educator and co-manager for programs in a rural village with the Ghana Health 
and Education Initiative. Emily holds a BA in social Anthropology from Harvard University, an 
MA in Public Policy from Duke University, and a J.D. from Fordham University.




