
What’s New at CHC
CHC BOARD NEWS
CHC board chair, Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, has asked Rep. Jim
McGovern (D-MA) to join her as co-chair and Rep. McGovern
has accepted.  Rep. McGovern will commence his duties after
board ratification in January 2003.  Ann Western, Chief Financial
Officer of American Forest and Paper Company, is our newest
board member.

On September 26, Secretary of State Colin L. Powell swore in
Tony Hall, CHC founder and former board chair, as Ambassador
to the United Nations Food and Agricultural Agencies (FAO,
WFP and IFAD).  CHC currently has Leland International
Hunger Fellows at WFP and IFAD and we expect to have a
Fellow at FAO in our next class.  Secretary Powell said, “When it
comes to feeding the hungry, Tony Hall is committed, body and
soul.”  Secretary Powell cited the founding of the Congressional
Hunger Center as evidence of Representative Hall’s continuing
commitment to fighting against hunger.  He noted that the
bipartisan Congressional Hunger Center, now a leading private
organization, sends young Americans to work with the poor
around the globe.  The Secretary said, “The Center gives the
volunteers the experience and training to become America’s future
leaders in the global fight against hunger.”  Ambassador Hall’s
longtime aide, Max Finberg, has joined his staff in Rome. 

CHILD NUTRITION REAUTHORIZATION
In preparation for the upcoming Congressional review of all the
child nutrition programs, CHC’s executive director, Ed Cooney,
met with several groups around the country to listen to their views
and review new proposals.  

At the annual conference of America’s Second Harvest (A2H) in
early October at Snowbird, Utah, Ed joined with Doug O’Brien of
A2H and Ellen Teller of FRAC in a freewheeling discussion of
program improvements and expansions with a large number of
food bankers.   

The following week Ed hooked up with Marion Kalb and Tom
Forester of the Community Food Security Coalition at the

Coalition’s Seattle conference.  Panel discussions were held to
discuss how legislative changes in school nutrition programs could
implement the goals of the coalition’s “Farm to Cafeteria”
campaign. 

Ed, along with Geri Henchy of FRAC, were plenary speakers at the
California Roundtable meeting with Child and Adult Care Food
Program sponsors and providers.  Eric Bost, USDA’s Under
Secretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services, gave
presentations on child nutrition reauthorization and interacted
with conference participants at the Roundtable and A2H
conferences. 

These presentations and conferences with program activists will help
CHC in its work with FRAC, the American School Food Services
Association, and other members of the steering committee of the
Child Nutrition Forum in securing funding for progressive program
improvements and expansions in School Lunch, School Breakfast,
Summer Feeding, Child and Adult Care, and WIC in the FY 2004
Congressional Budget Resolution.

(Continued on page 4.)
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IN MEMORIAM

The recent passings of Senator Paul Wellstone and Representative
Patsy Mink leave a huge void in the spirit and soul of the progressive
civil rights, anti-hunger and education movements. Hubert
Humphrey once said that the moral test of government is how it
treats those who are in the “dawn of life”, the children; those who are
in the “twilight of life”, the aged; and those in the “shadows of life”,
the sick and people with a disability.  By this standard, we have lost
two giants.  Our community also lost Jim Chapin, Harry Chapin’s
brother and longtime chair of the World Hunger Year (WHY) board
of directors.  Historian, humorist and dedicated anti-hunger leader,
he fulfilled Harry’s mission of finding solutions to end hunger.  Jim
lived out Harry’s idea that, “for everyone to eat at the table, we need
everyone to come to the table.”  All of these leaders in the fight
against hunger will be dearly missed.



The past few months have been critical ones around the world.  Last
June, Margaret Zeigler, Deputy Director of the Congressional Hunger
Center (CHC), participated in the second World Food Summit, where
it was acknowledged that the goal to halve world hunger by 2015 is in
danger of not being fulfilled.  Chronic hunger plagues many parts of
Southern Asia, as well as Latin America, but few places are feeling it so
acutely as in Southern Africa where there is famine.  The Mickey Leland
International Hunger Fellows Program is committed to enabling women
and men to have the tools to fight chronic and acute hunger around the
world – this mission has never been more critical!  

Leland Fellows Begin Policy Year
The Mickey Leland International Hunger Fellows have returned from
their field placements around the world and have begun their policy year
in Washington, DC and Rome.  Here are a few examples of what the
Leland Fellows are doing:

� Alisha Myers works at Catholic Relief Services, where she collaborates
with multilateral, nongovernmental, and governmental organizations
to promote food security in East Africa.

�Melody Mc Neil, with Bread for the World Institute (BFWI), has co-
authored a chapter on African agriculture for its 2003 Annual
Hunger Report, entitled Agriculture in the Global Economy.

� Patrick McGrann focuses on the issue of land reform at the Rome-
based Popular Coalition to Eradicate Hunger and Poverty.

� Sherry Stanley, at the National Family Farm Coalition, examines
farm credit, trade, and food and farm policy issues as they relate to
global agriculture and markets.

� Stephanie Donley works on the Development Portfolio at the United
Nations World Food Programme headquarters in Rome.

CHC enjoys partnerships with some of the best anti-hunger
organizations in the world.  In addition to those listed above, we place
Leland Fellows with Scripps Howard News Service, Save the Children,
the United Nations International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD), the National Foundation for Development in El Salvador
(FUNDE), and the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID).
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Leland Fellows’ Extracurricular Activities
Most of the Leland Fellows contribute to the anti-hunger movement
even after office hours – it’s a part of their life.  For example, Ashley
Aakesson traveled to Iowa to participate in the World Food Prize
ceremony. Melody Mc Neil
was just nominated by her
church denomination to serve
as the youngest member of its
International Peace and Justice
Committee. And Tammy
Palmer recently spoke at the
American University about the
US Government’s efforts to
stop the famine in Southern
Africa.  Both Amy Damon and
Robert Oliver Davila have given recruiting talks at the University of
Wisconsin and Clark University respectively, while Michael Johnson
was responsible for building a bridge between CHC and the UN Food
and Agriculture Organization.

Welcoming New Partner Organizations
In addition to the outstanding organizations with which we already
partner, the Mickey Leland International Hunger Fellows Program
welcomes the following new partner organizations, all of which plan
to host Leland Fellows soon:

� CIMMYT: International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center in Mexico
� CARE International in Malawi
� Land O’ Lakes in Bangladesh
� USAID Food for Peace in East Africa
� United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Thailand

A complete list of all the organizations we plan to partner with during
the 2003-2005 fellowship cycle is available on our website at
www.hungercenter.org/international.
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LELAND RECRUITING

UPDATE
David Thompson and Aileen Carr have made recruiting trips to
Boston and New York City, and CHC interns Mahfuz Sultan and
Josh Ritchie have posted electronic announcements, created

advertisements, and sent out mailings around the country.  As a
result of these efforts, we expect to have an outstanding applicant

pool for this next class of Leland Hunger Fellows. We are
accepting applications through February 2003. Please visit our

website for more information and an online application:
www.hungercenter.org/international

“I also met children in school, some of whom had not eaten at all that day. Others had
a cup of tea for breakfast and nothing for lunch. Some were showing clear signs of
malnutrition - with their hair turning orange and their limbs like twigs. The headmaster
said about 40% of his kids have dropped out of school. A few of the kids had their eyes
glazed over and showed little ability to learn the lessons in front of them. These were
the fortunate ones; they were getting at least some food. What about the ones who
receive nothing?”
CHC Co-Founder, Ambassador Hall, on the Southern African Food Crisis

I never know the effects of my story telling. But, information in 

I may never know the effects of my story telling. But, information in
decision-maker’s hands-be it members of governmental organizations or
voters-at the right time could mean the difference between life and death.

Leland Fellow Liz Fox, Scripps Howard News Service

Tony Hall sworn in as US Ambassador to the United Nations Food Agencies by
Secretary of State Colin Powell


